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World market for metro vehicles on a course for growth – continu-
ous boom in Asian, declining procurements in Western Europe  
 
[01.05.2012] The metro vehicle market is still on a course for growth. The current market vol-
ume for new procurements totals around EUR 5.1 billion at present; starting from this level the 
market will further grow by 4 to 5% p.a. including price increases. The importance of after-sales 
services will also grow rapidly in line with the fast speed at which fleets are increasing. West-
ern Europe is an exception. However, the currently high level of the market volume will decline 
in the next five years. This is mainly due to the fact that major procurements from London and 
Spain are slowly coming to an end. The current debt crisis will also lead to a hesitation of some 
infrastructure projects and related new procurement projects. 

The development of metropolitan areas is a key driver for the market. The number of cities and their 
average size is increasing continuously. Metro systems have grown in line with the cities. In 2011, 
there were 138 metro systems in operation worldwide: in 2000 there were only 107 and in 1990 only 
84 in operation. Moreover, existing systems have been and will be constantly expanding. Thus, the 
market for metro vehicles differs from nearly all other rail markets that have experienced phases time 
and again in which extensive numbers of lines have been closed or systems have been put out of 
operation. The growth potential for the future new development of metro systems is enormous and 
will remain so in the future. Because around 160 metropolitan areas – particularly in Asia and Afri-
ca/Middle East – still have no metro system leading to transportation problems. 

 
At the end of 2011, just above 9 500 km of metro networks were in operation. In the base case sce-
nario SCI Verkehr expects that around 3 700 km of additional line will be put into operation by 2016 
compared to 2011 and a further 3 200 km by 2020. Whilst metro projects in Europe predominantly 

focus on extending existing lines, Asia has in contrast experienced a real metro boom in recent years. 
The growth of the market for metro vehicles will predominantly be created by Asia, mainly by China 
followed by India.  
 
A total of around 20 500 metro cars have been delivered in the last five years. China, USA and Spain 
occupy the first three places. China dominated the world market in this period. More than one third of 
the worldwide vehicles were delivered to China. The USA was the second-most important country in 
the last five years. Nearly 2 300 vehicles were mainly delivered to replace older vehicles. Spain in-
vested in the new development and upgrade of its metro systems and intensively procured vehicles 
for the new systems and lines. 

 
Between 2007 and 2011, the Chinese manufacturers China North (CNR) and China South (CSR) 
dominated the world market, mainly due to very high domestic demand in China. In the recent past, 
the two companies became ever more successful, especially in South America, in the Middle East, 
India and South-East Asia. The average price of a metro car from CNR and CSR is at around 70% of 
the average Western price.  

 
Consulting company SCI Verkehr GmbH, which specialises on the field of railway technology and 
logistics, has analysed the current size, structure and players of the worldwide metro vehicle markets, 
and developed forecasts for the coming five years. The complete study “Metro Vehicles – Global 
Market Trends” is available now: 
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